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* GAINST 
The Repeal of the Tet, 


the Repeal of the Sacramen- 
tal Teſt, is now the Li Sub- 
ject of Diſcourſe and Debate 
io every Man concern'd in the 
luce of it, has a Right to de- 


clare his Sentiments, and offer them to the 


Publick. For my Part, I am for preſery- 


ing the Conſtitution as it is, and J think I 
am ſupporzed by many rational and weighty 


Confiderations z which are to be the Sub- 
fance of this Paper. I have read the Ar- 
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9 75 that have been 'puBliſhed on "Both 


des of the"Queſtiqn, without Prej juc&e or | 


Partiality in fome whertof there r. too 
much Rancour and Bitterneſs; in others a 
great deal of Art and Sophiſtry. | I mall 
propole what I have to lay, without Re- 
13 85 or Subtlety, as plainly and conciſe. 
155 po ble ; in Defence of the Tiſt-Clauſe, 

bicb, conceive, oughr/0t. to be. repeals 
cd, for the following REO. 


Firſt, Becauſe, as in every Cy | there 


| be ſomg particular, Form of Religion 
ited i i is neceſſary to the Inte ft 


and Safety of that Conſtitution, that every 
Subject ſhould give Proof of his being well- 
affected to it, before he be entruſted with 
any Office Civil or Military under the Go- 
vernment that gives it Protection. To de- 
ny chis Aſſertion, i is to affirt, that the State 
oug be. to be indifferent to all Religions, 
anc all Perſons; which is fuch an Abſur- 
duty © in Polit icks, as no Nation bas Vet run 

into, nor, 1 believe, ever Will. | 


Wait 


"i is wall, known, that in Ehlland: where 
S reigns, the Armipians are exclu- 
the Adminiſtration; and we may guels 
wha the. Kirk of Scotland would 90, if it 
Vere 15 its Tower g ſince it has publickly 
i declared 
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dedne 2 Tuleration to be cabliſping Input 


25 great Share wh. bich, they had in the 
Overthrow of the bels Gonittrution in the 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt; and from 
their baſe Compliances with the Coats; a a- 
ainſt the Church in the Time of King 
Jan the Second, lye under a ſtrong Sul: 
picion of wiſhing and promoting a Change 
of Government in Church and State, if they 
were favoured with an Opportunity, have 


no juſt Cauſe of Complaint that a Teſt is 


impoſed upon them as a Security ta the Pub- 


lick, that they ſhall not e an 4 VE of 


Fowarz if they _— ita ) iv % > 1 has 
4 Soatbdy;, Becadfe ithe Difſenters, i in their 
Attempt towards a Repeal ot. the Tſt, ſhe w. 
that they are not ſo much moved by a 
Zeali for Religion, as by Self Intereſt and a 
Thirſt of Power. Their former Language 
was, that they only wanted à Toleration; 
this they have; andno Boby envies it to them; 


rbey are allowed to erect Meeting · houſes, and 


hold Religious Aſſemblies, and perform mi- 
niſterial Offices, when, and where they 
pleaſe. But they break their Faith to the 
Publick, and forfeit their Principle of Con- 


ſcience, by a new Demand of Profit and 


| Daminionz which are Things: purely — 


Apqd, therefore, the Oiſſeniers, whog 


happy as they can deſire, next to a 


— —— — 22 


and Ppdfirive Eftabliſhment'y which the Re. 
pea! of the Feft- Clauiſd would: give them in 
part; and very probably draw the reſb after 
it in a ſhort time. For, Where will their 
Demands end? Since Paſſions and Appetites 
are hrought into them; ſince a legal Quali- 


feation is called Onpreſton, and Self defenet 


+ Per ſacution. 


 Yhirdly, Becauſe no Injury is dene them, 
nor Mark of Infamy put upon them, by the 
26. No Subject has a Right to any Office 
under a Civil Government, the Equality df 


2 State of Nature being taken away by po- 


litical Conſticutions ; lo that every Promo- 
tion to Profic or Power is a free Gift, and 
an Act of Favour, from the ſupreme.execu- 
tive Authority, Which is. /Arbirer/ and Judge 
of gon Merit and Pretenfions, . arid; the 
Fountain' of Honour and Reward. How, 
then, can a N, whichiisnot an Exclufion, 
de progouuced an Ineapacity or Diſgracc, 
or the Trpoler of it be charged with Iuju- 


Nice 7 E is to no Purpaſe for the Diffenters 
ro lay, chat they are willing and able to ſerve, 


unleſs they can ſhe w a Right to be employed; 
their Capacity for Government is not co be 


queſtroned 3 they have given Proof _— 
PET Wh 1 . of 


buſt make thoſe his Favoüfires who timi 
rite his Example 3 and do not eondemn te 
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e thei t n0'- Hardfſh 
King! who oft oblige 0 take” the 
ent of the Zird's Junpen ud a Te, 


Practice by obſtinate No- Conformity. 
Fourthly, Becauſe the Continuance of ks 
Teſt has manifeſtly. proved of great Advan- 
5 eto the Nation, by bringing over, to 
oft Eftablith'd Chur & 25 a conſiderable Num- 
ber, of Perſons of the deft Fortune and Cres 
dir” among the Diſſeurer:; and, goubtleſs, 
will. Hally produce more Effects of the Ems 
Kind ; 00 that they willz in a few Yeats, bs 
reduc'd to the 16er Soft of People; who, 
without Men of Figure at their Head will, 
25 17 all conform by Degrees in the 
where they moſt 1 5 there are 
at few Pilates” now rem: 100 $ i their 
Trl which will be much eg ge y the 


next enErarion, the Son being 

tractahle and complying than | 
and; iti ſome Inſtances, with, þ the ear; 1 
Content and Approbation; and the inferior | 
People are fo retharkably fallen off from 


their Prejudices againſt the Eftabliſth's Way 


of Worſhip, that they frequently repair to | 
dhe neighbouring Churches in great Num- 
bers, | | 
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: j 


bers. Therefore. x bop SK, dſtur 
State, ia plainly eng yr pre 


Unity ot Religion, 1 and erer 
nd, among the Proteſtauit af 
DVation,. in 9 


Hepes: nd;Mi 
. whereas an In 
go eq, would cauſe 4 Cotppetitiari 
o Pon, and a Claſhing of Intereſts, cre- 
atc ia Miſunderſtanding, al an 
ſien. bas 1 5 1 845 * ft 788 „1 — ka 
. 8 1 8.4 4 
: Becauſe it is nd Gagan of 
po Bop the Lord's Supper, to make 
it. a Feſt for Admiſſion into Employments, a as 
is ganfidently aſſerted. It has been called A 
political Engine, and a Tool of ; the State: 
receive it with a View to Civil O ices, 


0 
| bs been ee a Profanation. 
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But let it be : conſidered, that the Legi 
ture only. takes hold of 7 Se 1205 ſup- 
po ſed Ten fone, 200 Courſe, by every 
mher of brew liſhed Church ; and 
makes hy p roof, | JN ret wit it, 
4 Quali oh for an Employment: He who 
receives it upon ſuch an Occaſion, may be 
as lincere in his Intentions, and pay as great 


a Regard lo it, as if he came to it upon an 


Aceouat, purely religious. If any one takes 
ſolely on the Score of Intereſt, and with - 
dut a Juſt Veneration, the Fault is his ** 3 
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he ubuſes un 
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more Rraſon for repealing, the Saeramemut 
7eft, for the irregular Conducł of ſome Per- 


ſons that take ir; than for aboliſhing an 


Oath, which is alſo a religious Act, becauſe 
it is often profaned by Perjury and falſe 
Swearing. If the Abuſe of a Thing were 
a good Argument againſt the Uſe of it, 
there would be an End of all Injunctione 


for the Benefit of Society; this Way of Rea - 


* 


ſoning goes too far, and therefore proves 
nothing at all. 1 4 A RET. 


oY Sixthly, - Becauſe many of the moderate 


Diſfenters, declare againſt the Attempt for a 
Repeal, -and pronounce it-an Inſtance of an 
ambitious and reſtleſs Spirit; and did there- 
fore, honeſtly refuſe to give any Thing to- 
Comtribuctoant lately levyed in 
their Meeting · Houſes. - fiÞ TD] 93:5 74 
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This Collection was begun, and carried 
on at the Inſtigation of their Teachers, 
whole. Stipends are ſenſibly leſſened; and 


muſt, if the Tef be un-repealed, ſoon be- 


come 


be:apfwerable for it te che Searcber of | 
Heart.: The Legiſlature is free from anf 
Imputation on that Score and can ſee no 
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As He 1,501. 01. Ms ) 7 
But, do the hope to alter the * 


tion in their Favour; by the Force of 
ney ? Or cith they 8 that they ate of 


ſuch Importance, that the State muſt bend to 


maintein them in the fame flouriſhing Con- 
| Eſpecially, fince they are greatly di. 
vide among themſelves, in many Points of 
line and Doctrine, as 94 5 from 
Diſputes and Pam phlets in the North; 

and from the famous Aﬀembly ar Sapres x. 
Hull in London; both Parties wheteof, are 
known to have their Advoettes tn this 


Kingdom. 


|  Seventhly, Becatiſe if the W ay be laid 
open to Employments Civil and Military, 
the Difenters of Worth. Britain, who cannot 
ull be provided for in their own Country, 


Will ſwarm over into this, fill rhe Poſts ot 


the State, and the Army; and thereby not 
only increaſe and propagate Non-conformity, 
but likewiſe joſtle our the Natives, who arc 
leſs active and vigilant, importunate and 
craving. OE Means, the youn 
Sorw of the Nobility and 'Gentry, who 
3 of oki well, will 5 
come 


„be ES it is 1 = it 
das been a fixed Intention of the Legiſlature 
in England and Ireland, to continue the Sa- 
tramental. Teft — — che Difentirss which, 
no doubt, was founded upon wiſe Reaſons, 
not likely to ceaſe. This is very evident in 

England, during the Courſe of ave ſucceſ- 
five Neigns, from King Charles the rid. to 
King n the Ift. inclulive; i th 

14% e | 
King James t the Nd. aid. indeed; attempt 
1 1 of the Te; but the Parliament 
abſolutely refuſed him; and the Prince of 
penly diſapproved of his Proceed- 


ings z z\and what that Monarch would have 
done, * ol no. Advantige' oo rhe Diffenters. 


Aferr thet Rivolntien, in # Coplenttice' be- 
tween the two Houſes, che Lord Halifax de- 
elared, it Was the ſtanding Purpoſe of the 
Lords to maintain the Te J which Was ac- 
<ordingly/confirmed by the Act of Toleration. 
It is remarkable, hs the ſame Hauſe of 


Commons, which proſecuted Doctor Sache- 


= ordered a Propoſal of one Zumphry's, 
iflenting Teacher, for the Repeal of the 
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705 4, to be dune — commenH - 
mar: And his late Nis elty wh WE 94 
nulled the Act agaitiſt Be onformily, NN © 
left the Teſt pvp BE 1 Foot. * a Hi 
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I khis KM dsf the Oath, gk Supremary 
ved a8 4 Teſt, till it was repealed im the 

Rebu'of King William the IIId. and it is 
wel kndwn the Diſſenters refuſed to cake it; 

becauſe they would not diſown the Indepen- 

ded&p of e Kirk: In æ ſhort Interval, af- 

tet hat Repeal; they graſped a conſiderable 
Share" of. Power, and worme - themſelves 

not only into Offices; bur alſo into moſt of 
W Sho And ET of tbe E. 
Nort . 8 I W ec Ka Dl 
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Amthe Be inning of Quiet, Anni s Reign, 
._ Ando Veg ming of over from. p Reign; 7 
tach ed to a Bill againſt dof 3: and the Par- 
liamnent then ſitting, was fo ſenſible of its 
Natignal'Adragrage,. ar rhey> gef ied, ar. 
the Opportunity given them, 7295 2 ng 
their Gn Inadvertency, and pat dit. Ho 11 
| diatglyg and every. Defign: ſince laid for the 
| Abolition of it, has: been Ae 
by A Ser Majouity 5 FP) "x win 1 47 
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" | Now, i to. fam vp. all it be tie, 4 K 
'1l hope. 19 proved, hat. every wile Go- 
fit to thoſe, Who 
give Proof of their good Affection to 8 
Eſtabliſhment; that the Diſſenters are, at 
preſent, as eaſy and happy as any Subjects in 
any Country, who are not of the eſtabliſhed 
Religion, and want nothing but Powers⸗ 
chat no Injury is done to them, or Diſgeace' | 
put upon them, where they can pretend mo 
| Right, and the 27% impoſed: is no Exelu- 
ſion; that the Continuance of the Teſt, has 
already brought over great | Numbers of 
Diffenters to the Church; and will: daily 
bring over more; and put an End, in Time, 
to a Difference of Intereſt and Religion: 
That the Teſ of the Lord's Supper, is no 
more ſubject to Profanation, than an Oath; 
and the Le ilature is not chargeable with 
the Abuſe 9b either: That the preſent De- 
mand of a Repeal, is chiefly made by the 
Diſſenting Teachers, upon the Score of their 
Wu Intereſt: That the Abolition of the 
7%, will open a Door to Swarms of hungry 
Diſenters from North- Britain, to the mani- 
felt Prejudice of the Natives of this King- | 
dom : And that it has been a fixed Principle 
in the Legiflature of England and freland, to 
N Pre- 
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"oe theſe Thiogs be ſo, what Reaſon can 


be given for an Innovation? The Artempr 
whereof is dangerous, and its Conſequences 
no Man 40 * 1 . 1 


Ic is Det 1 in Policy, to tepeal A 


ſtanding Ordinance, without ſome evident 


and great Neceſſity, which does not appear 
in the preſent Cale: Oa the contrary, we 
have had many Years Experience, that the 
prefent Eſtabliſhment is exactly fitted to rhe 


eral Good, to the P . * 


E 1 r 
n ee ie. . 2 
N 1 3 1 


And, Aoobelelh, for thisR en 
the Papifs among lk us are ſo defaroum: 

Repeal of „ will certain- 
ly rejoice if it be, affected, upon a Perſya- 
Gon, that it will dur our Tranquility, 


oa. greatly tura co their Advantage. 


Ibis Fact alone, if there were no other 
Argument, Gould, I think, reftrain the Diſ- 
Jenters from defining, and diſcourage, the 


Members of the Church from promotings a 
ng: 
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Chi e , the onftitution 3 which, can 
OR: Ec cal the Hate bur perhaps, may, 


hereafter be pa Remedy. 
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